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ADA role: “Guide dog, not guard dog”

• ADA is not a regulator or enforcer

• ADA ICC as an expert group advises and informs regulators and 
government at multiple levels

• Produces resources for the dental profession and gives advice to 
members and supports ADA State branches 
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ADA resources
• COVID-19

• Microsite within ada.org.au
• Risk Mx Management principles – October 2021

• IPC guidelines 4th edition- August 2021
• Self assessment tool - 2022
• IC Practical Guide - 2022
• IC manual – 2022
• ADA News Bulletin articles 
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Bowie-Dick tests

7

Tests air removal from a porous load, using a special card. A leaky door seal 
is the most common reason for a fail result with this test. (c) 2022 Laurence J Walsh

ADA IC Manual March 2019
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August 
2021
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ADA 4th edition ICG:

• Includes content from:

• CDNA - December 2018. 

• NHMRC Australian Guidelines for 
the Prevention and Control of 
Infection in Healthcare - May 
2019

• Updates to the national Hand 
Hygiene Initiative – 2021

• AS 2773:2019 Ultrasonic 
cleaners

• FAQ section at the end

• Checklists after each major 
section

• 38,301 words

• 18% longer than the 2015 
version.

• 57% of the text is new
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Major points of note

• Level 1 and 3 surgical masks and 
where they are appropriate

• Corrective eyewear in regular 
frames insufficient eye 
protection

• Dirty gloves holding transfer 
tweezers not acceptable for item 
retrieval during procedures

• Testing DUWL water periodically

• More explanatory text – e.g.

• Contaminated zone

• Barriers

• Transmission-based 
precautions

• Checking loads upon removal 
from the steam steriliser

• Steam steriliser quality 
assurance processes

• Dental laboratory work

Safe work practices for 
retrieving items
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Retrieval methods and sized items
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The end of transfer tweezers
held in dirty gloves
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Retrieval of items during appointment

• Remove gloves, perform hand hygiene with ABHR, then retrieve 
and dispense the additional materials using clean hands, or 
clean transfer tweezers held by clean hands. 

• Then perform hand hygiene, and place on fresh gloves. 

• The same “clean hands” approach can be used when moving from 
the contaminated zone to a clean zone when the intention is to 
touch non-clinical items without a barrier, such as the operating 
controls of an intra-oral X-ray unit.
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Better planning for instrument sets 
to reduce retrieval needs
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Barriers

• Apply the principles articulated in the ADA ICG for any situation not 
covered by instructions from the manufacturer. This will be an 
uncommon situation. Professional judgement will be needed. 

• Consider the situation at hand with the device, and whether the 
suggested barrier will be adequate, and will not introduce additional 
risks. 

• When a staff member improvises a barrier using cling (polyethylene) 
film, aluminium foil or a sandwich bag, then depending on the device 
this may work, or its integrity may be compromised because of poor fit 
or limited adaptation – in other words, it depends on whether or not the 
barrier can do and has done its job.
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What is the surface management protocol? Can the handles be 
processed through a thermal disinfector? How do you set up the 
handles for oral surgery? (c) 2022 Laurence J Walsh

22

How is the curing light handle dealt with?
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Barriers on curing lights

• Curing light tips are semi-critical items. 

• Steam sterilization of the tips causes the optical performance to 
degrade. 

• Barrier protection is an appropriate level of infection control for all 
curing light tips, as the equipment is not intended to contact mucosa. 

• This barrier will also prevent adhesive materials from contaminating 
the end of the curing light tip. 

• The handle of the curing light and the tips must always be cleaned 
prior to having new barriers placed. 

• A new barrier must be used for each patient.
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Intra-oral radiography: options

• Digital radiography sensors come into contact with mucous membranes and are 
considered semi-critical devices. They must be cleaned and then covered with a 
barrier before use on subsequent patients. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
in terms of appropriate products and methods to be used for this cleaning, so that 
the sensor is not damaged.

• There are several ways to handle intra-oral radiography to avoid cross 
contamination.

A. Remove gloves and perform hand hygiene so that clean hands are used to 
position the tube and operate the X-ray controls.

B. Use gloved hands to position the tube and operate the controls, and then clean 
all the contaminated surfaces of radiography equipment (e.g. X-ray tube head 
and control panel) at the end of the appointment.

C. Use gloved hands, but operate the X-ray controls through a barrier that is 
changed at the end of the appointment.
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Clean hands only approach                                                                            Designated touch and wipe after sites
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Removing barriers

• When replacing barriers, remove the contaminated barrier 
while gloves are still on, then check the surface for any 
visible contamination. 

• If there is any saliva or blood contamination the surface 
needs to be cleaned by wiping with a neutral detergent 
before the next barrier is put in place. 

• At the end of the day, surfaces that were covered with 
barriers during patient treatment should be cleaned by 
wiping.
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Key principles: 
Protect community, staff and patients
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23 April 2020

7 May 2020 
onwards

25 March 2020
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November 2021
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